
Join Zoom Meeting
https://berlinct-gov.zoom.us/j/85316356739?pwd=T21LL3NoWXZMVFVMWDBKdXVLRmp1UT09 

Meeting ID: 853 1635 6739

Passcode: 986417

One tap mobile

+1-305-224-1968  US

Special Meeting 6:45 p.m. - A special meeting of the electors and citizens qualified to vote in town meetings of the Town of Berlin, will be held at the Berlin Town Hall, Council Chambers, 240 Kensington Road, Berlin, CT on Tuesday, June 6, 2023 at 6:45 p.m. for the following purposes:

Accept the non-budgeted appropriation of the State of Connecticut Youth Services Bureau Grant in the amount of $3421.00 for deposit in the Child and Youth Services revenue account and appropriate those funds to the Youth Grant expenditure account, subject to approval by the Board of Finance.
Dated at Berlin, Connecticut this 17th day of May 2023.

TOWN OF BERLIN

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday, June 6, 2023
Town Council Chambers (in person)
Remote Meeting
AMENDED AGENDA

7:00 P.M. 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
C. ROLL CALL
D. AUDIENCE OF CITIZENS
E. MAYOR’S UPDATE 
F. MEETING AGENDA – Immediately Following the Mayor’s Update
G. CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Topic re: Accept donations to the Berlin Animal Control Donation Account for $ 305.00 for Animal Care and supplies valued at $ 226.08. – Animal Control
2. Topic re: Accept a donation of $9,910 and to deposit these funds into the Myrna Pauloz Senior Center Donation Account and appropriate said funds to Senior Center Budget, Furniture Account, Computer Account, and Programs and Activities Account. – Senior Center
3. Topic re: Authorize the Senior Center Director to accept with the three other Central CT Health District towns and the Central CT Health District to accept the NCOA Vaccine Uptake Initiative Grant funds of $50,000. – Senior Center  
4. Topic re: Approve the request of the St. Paul School Drama Club to waive all fees associated with having a Berlin Police Officer at Berlin High School to control traffic for those attending the performance of the Wizard of Oz.  The total amount of the fee to be waived is approximately $377. – Town Manager
5. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to enter into a farm use License Agreement with Ryan Matson for the portion of the property across from Berlin High School on Patterson Way that is appropriate for farm use. – Town Manager
6. Topic re: Approve Berlin Youth Football and Cheerleading to sell food and beverages at their home football games at Scalise Football Field, Sage Park for the 2023 season. – Parks and Recreation

7. Topic re: Approve Berlin High School Class of 2024 to sell food and beverages at Berlin High School events during the 2023 – 2024 school year. – Parks and Recreation
8. Topic re: Approve permission for consumption of alcoholic beverages (BYOB - beer and wine) and to charge a fee at Sage Park Pavilion for the Ektamandal - Patel family picnic for approximately 80 people of all ages on Sunday, July 2 with a rain date of Tuesday July 4, 2023 from 10:00AM – 8:00PM.  A buffet meal will be served with music and games for entertainment. Tulip Insurance will be obtained. – Parks and Recreation
9. Topic re: Transfer $662,113.56, as detailed on the accompanying spreadsheet, to cover higher than budgeted expenditures in identified accounts. – Finance
10. Topic re: Accept monetary donations totaling $717.63 and deposit $341.31 into the friends of the library miscellaneous account for the purchase of library programs, program supplies and two museum pass renewals, and deposit $376.32 into the friends of the library credit card account for library program supplies and move to accept (50) $1 Pralines ice cream coupons with a value of $50.00 and (2) hand woven scarves with an estimated value of $50.00 to be used as summer reading prizes and move to accept books with an estimated value of $84.93 to be added to the appropriate department collections. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
11. Topic re: Authorize Berlin Town Manager to apply to Amplify, Inc. for a grant in the amount of $5,000 in Connecticut State Opioid Response Initiative funds, and to authorize the Town Manager to accept the grant on behalf of the Berlin Social & Youth Services, and to sign any contracts and agreements pertaining to this grant.  Upon receipt funds will be deposited in the State Opioid Response Grant revenue account and to appropriate the $5,000 grant to the State Opioid Response Grant expense account, subject to approval by the Board of Finance. – Social and Youth Services
H. PUBLIC HEARINGS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Town of Berlin will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, June 6, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the 2023 Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA) Tax Credit Program and to solicit citizen input.  The meeting can also be accessed via Zoom.  Please refer to the Town of Berlin Website at www.berlinct.gov for more information regarding the meeting link.
The Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act Tax Credit Program provides a tax credit to business firms that make cash investments in qualifying community programs conducted by tax exempt or municipal agencies.  The community programs must be approved by both the municipality in which the programs are conducted and by the Department of Revenue Services (DRS).  A tax credit equal to 100% of the cash invested is available to business firms that invest in energy conservation projects.  Tax exempt entities desiring to obtain benefits under the NAA must complete an application and submit it to the municipal agency overseeing the implementation of the proposal.  The overseeing municipal agency then completes their portion of the application and submits it to DRS on or before July 1 of each year.  Prior to submitting the application to DRS, each municipality must hold a public hearing on all program applications.  The governing body of the municipality must vote to approve the programs.
This year, there were two proposals submitted from the Prudence Crandall Center, one from the Kensington Congregational Church and one from the Friends of the Worthington Meeting House, Inc. The Prudence Crandell Center provides a comprehensive array of services to victims of domestic violence to Berlin residents, schools, and community groups.  Kensington Congregational Church’s Historic 1774 Meetinghouse serves over 500 members through community outreach programs and activities and the Worthington Meeting House primarily serves the Town of Berlin and the Central Connecticut area.  It will be an attraction for the town and will provide meeting room and event space to be shared by the Berlin Historical Society and other community organizations.  All three groups wish to submit proposals for the 2023 Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA) Tax Credit Program.  

The public hearing will also give citizens an opportunity to make their comments known on the proposed project.  If you are unable to participate in the public hearing, you may direct written comments to Arosha Jayawickrema, Town Manager, 240 Kensington Road, Berlin, CT  06037, or you may telephone 860-828-7003.  Additional information may be obtained at the above address between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Thursday and 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Friday. 
All are encouraged to participate.  The hearing is accessible to the handicapped.  Any disabled persons requiring special assistance or non-English speaking persons should contact Jen Ochoa, ADA Coordinator, at 860-828-7010 at least five days prior to the hearing.

The Town of Berlin promotes fair housing and makes all programs available to low- and moderate-income families regardless of age, race, color, religion, sex, national origin, sexual preference, marital status, or handicap.

Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action
I. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Topic re: Review and discuss the final drafted pension plan document. – Human Resources
2. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to approve invoices for services rendered surpassing $25,000 bid threshold, to complete preparation of pension plan documents for the police pension plan, not to exceed $50,000. – Human Resources
3. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to apply for the $4,000 Juvenile Review Board Grant on behalf of the Town and accept the non-budgeted appropriation of the State of Connecticut Youth Services Bureau Grant in the amount of $3,421.00 for deposit in the Child and Youth Services revenue account and appropriate those funds to the Youth Grant expenditure account, subject to approval by the Board of Finance. – Social Services
4. Topic re: Approve the Berlin Peck Memorial Library applying for a grant through the Connecticut Education Network to fund network upgrades to enhance CEN performance for the library and, if awarded, to appropriate the grant funds to the CEN Grant account pending approval by the Board of Finance. This will in turn improve performance for the libraries network in general and provide much needed upgrades that would otherwise need to be calculated into the budget.  The total dollar amount of the grant is $62,640.00. – Berlin-Peck Memorial Library
5. Topic re: Approve the continuation of the contract for Netsmart’s electronic health record and documentation system for one year, amount not to exceed $28,140. – VNA

6. Topic re: Approve the purchase of one Kubota 6000HSTC tractor with attachments from M.B. Tractor & Equipment utilizing Sourcewell contract #031121-KBA in an amount not to exceed $55,000. and the purchase of six Generac light towers utilizing Sourcewell contract #020923-GNR in amount not to exceed $52,884. – Parks and Recreation/Parks and Grounds
7. Topic re: Waive the Town’s bidding procedure for Water & Wetland LLC, in the amount of $25,000 for permitting, treatment and aeration of invasive species at several waterways throughout town as this is in the best interest for town. – Parks and Grounds
8. Topic re: Approve a transfer of $30,000 from the Veterans Commission General fund to the Parks and Grounds Capital Non Recuring account for irrigation at Veterans Park. – Parks and Grounds
9. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manger to schedule a public hearing at 7:00 pm on June 20, 2023 concerning the approval of the contract to lease golf course utility carts from EZ-GO using PNC Bank, National Association in the amount not exceeding $34,348.73. The yearly payments will be in the amount not exceeding $6,879,73 starting 8/1/23 and ending 8/1/27. - Golf Course

10. Topic re: Endorse the Draft 2023 Plan of Conservation and Development as required by Connecticut General Statutes Section 8-23(h)(2) and to convey said endorsement to the Planning and Zoning Commission. – Planning and Zoning/Economic Development 
11. Topic re: Discussion about the future of Pistol Creek Properties – Economic Development
12. Topic re: Make a referral to the Planning and Zoning Commission pursuant to section 8-24 of the Connecticut General Statutes for a lot line revision to add a 0.25 acre portion of 143 Percival Avenue to Percival Field parcel Map 8-4, Block 54, Lot 69, for the sale of 143 Percival Avenue (4.65 acres after the lot line revision), and for the lease of a 4.15 acre portion Percival Field parcel Map 8-4, Block 54, Lot 65 all as shown on the survey of Angus McDonald, Gary Sharpe & Associates, Inc. dated October 4, 2017, that is attached hereto also schedule a public hearing on June 20 at 7 PM at the Berlin Town Council Chambers regarding the sale of 143 Percival Avenue and lease of a portion of Map 8-4, Block 54, Lot 65 per the attached survey map to the Berlin Housing Authority. – Economic Development
13. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to enter a contract with Barton & Loguidice, LLC for the Steele Boulevard Park Project design for a fee not to exceed $48,850 and into amendments thereto not to exceed 20% of the contract amount ($9,770) and that the funds for said contract be from the Farmington Avenue Development (non-grant) account, subject to review and approval of Corporation Counsel. – Economic Development
14. Topic re: Approve a tax abatement for 555 Wethersfield Road LLC for the renovation of a 22,000 square foot building at 555 Wethersfield Road of 50% in year 1, 40% in year 2, and 30% in year 3 per the town’s tax abatement policy. – Economic Development
15. Topic re: Authorize the Town Manager to apply for a Community Connectivity Grant in an amount of up to $800,000 for sidewalks on Four Rod Road from Winding Meadow Drive to Norton Road, on Percival Avenue from Carbo Lane to Percival Field, on Robbins Road from Town Drive to Timberwood Road, and on Norton Road, east and west of Cole Lane and authorize $85,000 from the Grant Road Improvement for bidding assistance and construction administration services for CCPG sidewalks, if the grant is awarded. Also refer the project for the construction of sidewalks on Four Rod Road from Winding Meadow Drive to Norton Road, on Percival Avenue from Carbo Lane to Percival Field, on Robbins Road from Town Drive to Timberwood Road, and on Norton Road, east and west of Cole Lane to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a report pursuant to section 8-24 of the Connecticut General Statutes. – Economic Development
16. Topic re: Affirm prior support for proposals from the Prudence Crandall Center, the Kensington Congregational Church, and The Friends of the Worthington Meeting House, Inc for the 2023 Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA) Tax Credit Program. – Town Manager
J. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:
K. SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
L. COUNCILORS’ COMMUNICATION:
M. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:


May 16, 2023
May 30, 2023

N. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Real Estate – C.G.S.S. Sec. 1-200 (6) (D) discussion of the selection of a site, sale or purchase of real estate by the Town - 0 Berlin Turnpike (16-3-142-48)
Pending Litigations – C.G.S.S. Sec. 1-200 (6) (B) strategy and negotiations with respect to pending claims or pending litigation - Sherwood Falls Homeowners Association real property tax dispute
O. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED

17. Topic re: Discussion and possible action concerning proposed settlement of Sherwood Falls Homeowners Association tax dispute. – Corporation Counsel

P. ADJOURNMENT
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